










Information notice for professionals, charterers of habitable pleasure boats and / or non-habitable pleasure boats (exceptional 
measures for 2020) 

 P a g e  | 1 
 

  
 

                                                                      
 
 
 

 

The purpose of this notice is to provide people whose professional activity is the rental of habitable 
pleasure boats and/or the hire of non-habitable pleasure boats with the 2020 tariff for tolls due on the 

network of inland waterways managed by VNF, as well as the procedures for their recovery. 

This special one-off tariff is being introduced for 2020 in order to correspond as closely as possible to the 
reality of professionals’ activities. 

1. REMINDER OF THE REGULATIONS 

 

In application of the transport code (article L. 4412-1s), carriers of goods or passengers and owners of 
pleasure boats of a length greater than 5 metres or equipped with an engine of 9.9 horsepower or more are 
subject, under conditions set by decree of the Council of State, to tolls collected for the benefit of the public 
establishment when they sail on the public domain entrusted to it, with the exception of the international 
parts of the Rhine and Moselle. The amount of these tolls is set by the establishment. 
 
The conditions of its application are set by the transport code (article R. 4412-3) for the benefit of VNF, 
supplemented by:  
 

- the deliberation of 1 July 2020 relating to the introduction of an exceptional measure following the 
travel restriction measures in 2020 (COVID 19) - river sector (published in the Official Bulletin of 
Acts of the VNF). 

 
 
The toll can be calculated according to the sections of waterways used, the characteristics of the boat 
(length of the coach, value of the linear metre expressed on the registration certificate), the duration of use 
of the network’s waterways and the period of use of the waterways, whether the boat falls under the regime 
of inland navigation or that of maritime navigation. 
 
By navigation, we mean the movement of the boat on a waterway managed by Voies Navigables de France, 
whether or not there is passage through navigation structures. 
 
The toll is not exclusive of fees due for the temporary occupation of the public river domain. 
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2. TOLL RATES FOR 2020 

2.1 Tariffs in euros/lm (linear metre) 

A one-off special rate has been introduced for 2020 in order to correspond as closely as possible to the 
reality of professional activities. This rate corresponds to one day’s sailing regardless of the mileage 
travelled and the number of structures passed through. 
 
This pricing substitutes and replaces any other method chosen at the start of the year in the professional 
fleet declarations. 

 
 

 Habitable Non-habitable 

Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 1 Zone 2 

Daily rate 
Tariff in euros/lm 

 
€0.23 

 
€0.15 

 
€0.07 

 
€0.05 

 
 

The resulting tariffs are rounded up to the first decimal place. 
The "Day" rate in zone 1 is applied to all charter coaches that sail in both zone 1 and zone 2.  
 

The navigation zones for charter coaches: 
Zone 1: The whole network outside zone 2 
 
Zone 2: Waterways on which a driving licence is compulsory listed in appendix 5 of the decree of 25 October 
2007, as amended, relating to the conditions of driving chartered pleasure coaches and the issue of charter 
approval, taken in application of decree no. 2007-1167 of 2 August 2007 relating to the driving permit and 
training in the control of motorised pleasure boats. 
These are mainly the Rhône, the Loire, the Basse-Seine from the Amfreville lock to Rouen and the Seine 
in the Paris crossing. 
 

3. DECLARATION OF NAVIGATION 
 
Procedure for declaring navigation days: 
 

The declaration of navigation days per boat must be sent by professionals at the latest every 5th of 
the month for sailings made during the previous month. 
 
It will be done in good faith and can be sent  

- via a teleservice centre accessible from the VNF website, 
- to the following email address: contact.plaisancepro@vnf.fr 
- by post to the following address:  
 

Direction du développement 
Division Tourisme Territoires Services 
175 rue Ludovic Boutleux  
CS30820 
62400 BETHUNE Cedex 

 
 
An initial consolidation of navigation days will be carried out per operator after 5 November in order to issue 
a receipt; the balance due for 2020 will be settled as part of operations at the end of the fiscal year. 
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Important: Professionals who do not operate in 2020 and who won’t 
make a declaration of navigation for the DAY rate must send VNF a 
sworn certificate indicating the non-operation of their fleet in 2020. 
 
This confirmation should be sent to the email address: 
contact.plaisancepro@vnf.fr or by post (same address as mentioned 
above for sending navigation declarations). 
 

 

4. PAYMENT METHODS  

Payment is made a posteriori and must be sent to VNF’s secondary accountant, within whose jurisdiction 
the operator's registered office falls (natural or legal person). 

 

5. APPENDICES 

 

The navigation declaration form 

 

*** 
* 

The local representatives of Voies Navigables de France are at your disposal for any information concerning 
tolls as well as, in general, for all questions relating to the waterways for which they are responsible. 

mailto:contact.plaisancepro@vnf.fr


 Declaration of navigation for hire professionals 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In accordance with the deliberation of the board of directors of 1 July, the declaration of navigation days 

per boat and per month must be sent by professionals at the latest every 5th of the month for the 
sailings of the previous month. It will be done in good faith and sent according to the methods 

mentioned in article 3 of the information notice. 

 

On behalf of:  

Company name  
...................................................................... 
...................................................................... 

Operator’s name  
(commercial name) 

........................................................................ 
...................................................................... 

Pleasure boating 
customer code 

............................... 
SICAVE customer 

code 
................................……… 

Name and position of the Manager 
authorised to represent the operator 

(Manager, Director) 

...................................................................................
.................................................................................. 

 
Operator: natural or legal person 

I hereby inform you that the boats indicated below, for which the toll will be paid according to the "Day Pass" 
rate, have used the VNF network. 
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INFORMATION RELATING TO BOATS (duplicate if more than 30 boats) 
Attention, please indicate the total number of days’ navigation per boat. 
 
Month of sailing: …………………………….…… 
 

 
 

Boat category 
LH/NHL 

Boat registration Boat name Number of sailing day  
Zone 
(Z1) 
(Z2) 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

Name and position of the Manager authorised to represent the operator  
I hereby acknowledge having read the general conditions of sale and accept them, 

At:    On:    Signature:    

 
1 The sailing zones for chartered coaches: 
Zone 1: All networks outside zone 2 
Zone 2: Waterways on which a driving licence is compulsory listed in appendix 5 of the decree of 25 October 2007, as amended, relating to the conditions of driving chartered pleasure coaches and the issue of charter 
approval, taken in application of decree no. 2007-1167 of 2 August 2007 relating to the driving permit and training in the control of motorised pleasure boats. These are mainly the Rhône, the Loire, the Basse-Seine 
from the Amfreville lock to Rouen and the Seine in the Paris crossing. 

Any charter coach which sails by the day, both in zone 1 and zone 2, will have the "day" rate of zone 1 applied  


